
 
 
REPORT 
 

“300th anniversary of Leonhard Euler – Swiss pioneer of modern science” 
- Monday, April 23rd, 2007, Library of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 

 
A public event took place in Beijing in the afternoon of April 23rd, 2007, to celebrate the 300th anniversary of 
Leonhard Euler and develop Switzerland’s science and technology image. The event took place during the 
visit in China of SE Charles Kleiber and an important delegation (attachment 1).  
 
 
The event was jointly organized by the Embassy and the Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, as well as the support of the Ministry of Education. The event, co-
financed by SER and Presence Switzerland, has been sponsored by Zurich Insurance. It took place in the 
Library of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
 

 
 
The event, that was broadly advertised with invitations, posters, on program webpages, etc, has been 
strongly attended by about 350 VIPs, Professors, researchers, students, etc. 
 
 
After welcoming ceremonies by VIP, in particular SE Kleiber, Prof. Rolf Jeltsch, Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology Zurich (ETH), President Elect of the organization ICIAM (International Council on Industrial and 
Applied Mathematics) made the main speech on "Leonhard Euler – his life, personality, discoveries and 



their impact today". Prof. Wu Wentsun, Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science (CAS), also made 
a speech on Euler. 
 

 
 
 
 
At the end of the event, the best Ph.D. students of applied mathematics were officially announced by SE 
Charles Kleiber. The winners of the “Euler Award of Applied Mathematics” (attachment 2) are invited to 
attend the “6th International Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics” and visit Switzerland in July 
2007 (for one week). The winners of the “Euler Award of Applied Mathematics” will be accompanied by 
representatives of their universities international affairs division, for a parallel program. 
 

 
 
The participants were delighted with the lively and entertaining speech of Prof. Jeltsch. The event was 
followed by a cocktail, during which the participants could try to solve a sudoku competition, with nice 
prizes. 
 
Finally, a sudoku (Euler is considered as the grandfather of sudoku puzzle) competition was taken place in 
the corridor of the library which attracted almost all of the students to work on it.  
 



 
 

 
 



Decoration/atmosphere 
 
The lecture hall of the Library of Chinese Academy of Sciences was decorated with numerous posters – in 
English and Chinese, cf. attachment 3- about Euler, as well as a few about the main sponsor Zurich 
Insurance. Videos about Euler (“Euler – a glimpse into the future“, Prof. Peter Buser, EPFL/CAB 
Production) and Basel (Basel Tourism / Switzerland Tourism) were continuously shown. 
 
During the event, Swiss-based musician Yang Jing did a short concert. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sponsors / sudoku competition 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A sudoku competition was organized immediately after the event. The sudoku puzzle needed to first 
replace a few letter with figures, with the help of the posters.  
 
Most of the participants, especially the students, showed their great interest in the sudoku competition. The 
first prize, a laptop offered by Zurich China, was won by a student of the Mathematics Institute of Peking 
University. 



 
Other prizes were offered by Swatch, Swissôtel Beijing, Switzerland Tourism China, Swiss Transport 
System, SwissCoffeer Holding A.G.  
 
 

 
 
The press coverage 
 
About 35 journalists from 30 portals and print media participated in the event and the round table interview 
of SE Kleiber and representatives of the delegation. 24 reports (attachment 4) have been issued so far, 
and some others will be published on the next issue of some monthly magazines.  
 
The journalists had expressed their interest in science and technology cooperation between China and 
Switzerland, as well as the image of Switzerland, not only because of its famous watch, chocolate and 
Swiss army knife, but also because of its innovation, advanced technology and outstanding researchers 
and scientists. 
 
Most articles described the event, the presentation by Prof. Jeltsch, the Euler Awards of Applied 
Mathematics, and mentioned the strategic objective to boost sino-swiss research cooperation. Many 
articles gave an overview of Switzerland’s innovation strengths. 
 
 



Attachment 1 - Delegation List 
 
Sts Charles Kleiber State Secretary for Education and Research 
Ambassador Dante Martinelli (MDT) Ambassador of Switzerland to China 
Dr. Ursula Renold,  Director of the Federal Office for Professional Education and Technology  
Dr. Heinz Walker- Nederkoorn Head of Finance and Economy DFAE, DPV 
Prof. Dieter Imboden President, Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF) 
Prof. Dr. Konrad Osterwalder Rector and President a.i. Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) 
Prof. Heinz Berke Director of Institute of Inorganic Chemistry, Rector’s delegate, University of Zurich 
Ph.D. Hans-Peter Hertig Director Swissnex Shanghai, the Swiss House of Science in China  
Claudio Fischer SER, Head Bilateral Research Cooperation 
Patrick Freymond (FYP) Head of Science, Technology, Environment Section Swiss Embassy Beijing 
Prof. Patrick Aebischer  President,  Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) 
Dr. Janet Hering (USA) Director, Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology (EAWAG)  
Prof. Martin Vetterli Head of International Relations (EPFL) 
Prof. Dr. Hans Thierstein Prorector of International Relations, ETH Zurich 
Dr. Jürg Pfister Head of International Relations, Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)  
Mr. Christian Simm Director, Swissnex an Francisco 
Dr. Christoph Ebell International Relations, CTI (to be confirmed) 
Nicolas Musy Coordinator EPFL - China Relations 
Dr. Haijing Wang China-Coordinator, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) 
Dr. Yasmine Inauen Head International Relations, UNI ZH 
Roswitha Lasser International Officer 
Lukas Schifferle (SFL) Head of Culture, Education and Media Section, Swiss Embassy Beijing 
Christine Kyburz (KCZ) Deputy Head of Culture, Education and Media Section, Swiss Embassy Beijing 
Prof. Dieter Imboden President, Swiss National Science Foundation SNSF 
Prof. Dr. Konrad Osterwalder Rector and President a.i. Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) 
Claudio Fischer SER, Head Bilateral Research Cooperation 
Dr. Jürg Pfister Head of International Relations, Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)  
Dr. Yasmine Inauen Head International Relations, UNI ZH 
Dr. Haijing Wang China-Coordinator, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ 
Professor Rolf Jeltsch Seminar for Applied Mathematics, ETHZ 
 



Attachment 2  - List of Winners of “Euler Award on Applied Mathematics 2007” 
 
Mr. SONG Peng Beijing University 

 
Topic: Multiscale Modeling of Complex Fluids and Computational 
Methods, especially in modeling and computing cell membranes. 

Mr. LIANG Xiaodong Xinjiang Universität 
 
Topic: ‘Connectivity of Graphs’ - an important problem related to the 
interconnection structure of networks 

Mr. WU Hao Fudan University 
 
Topic: asymptotic behavior of global solutions for nonlinear evolution 
equations arsing from applied physics as well as material sciences. 

Mr. DING Ke Sichuan University 
 
Topic: multi-valued differential equations and interval optimization with 
applications to complementarity problems and variational inequalities, set-
valued optimizations and control. 

Mr. CHU Jifeng  Tsinghua University 
 
Topic: Periodic solutions of second order singular equations or systems; 
Stability of periodic solutions of Langrange or planar Hamiltonian system 

Ms. HU Qianqian Zhejiang University 
 
Topic: Rational Conics and Degree Reduction of Curves/Surfaces 

Ms. ZHANG Qi Nanjing University 
 
Topic: the connecting orbits of Hamiltonian systems 

Mr. JIA Guangyan Shandong University 
 
Topic: nonlinear expectation and its application to finance, including how 
to establish pricing of a financial security, and how to evaluate the risk. 

Mr. SUN Su Yong  Institute of Applied Mathematics, AMSS, CAS (Beijing) 
 
Topic: probabilistic models rising from engineering, biology and 
financial industry; stochastic complex networks. 

Mr. WANG Yi  Institute of Applied Mathematics, AMSS, CAS (Beijing) 
 
Topic: Partial Differential Equations and Nonlinear Analysis 

Mr. ZHAO Yan Long  Institute of Systems Science, AMSS, CAS (Beijing) 
 
Topic: system identification with set-valued output observations 

Mr. ZHANG Zhi Fang  Institute of Systems Science, AMSS, CAS (Beijing) 
 
Topic: problems of secret sharing and secure multi-party computation 
which are fundamental in cryptology and information security 

Mr. DAI Xiao Ying  Institute of Computational Mathematics and Scientific/Engineering 
Computing, AMSS, CAS (Beijing) 
 
Topic: 1.Multi-level finite element discretizations and their applications to 
electronic structure computing. 
2. Parallel adaptive finite element algorithms for electronic structure 
computing. 

Mr. LIU Xin  Institute of Computational Mathematics and Scientific/Engineering 
Computing, AMSS, CAS (Beijing) 
 
Topic: global nonlinear least squares problems and its application (e.g. 
optimisation). High performance algorithms for global nonlinear least 
squares problems. 

Mr. FAN Lingling  Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences (Beijing) 
 
Topic: image processing and pattern recognition e.g. fingerprint 



verification algorithm 

Mr. ZHANG Guo Hua  University of Science and Technology of China (Hefei) 
 
Topic: Ergodic Theory and Dynamical System, especially the 
relativization and localization of dynamical properties (e.g., chaotic 
behavior, local entropy theory etc) 

 
 

 
 



Attachment 3 - Euler Posters (12 English and 1 Chinese) 
 

    

    

    
 

 



 
Attachment 4 Press Clippings 
 
No. Media ( E ) Media ( C ) Headline Date Page 

1 www.xinhuanet
.com 新华网 

Swiss Official: Hopes to Share 
China’s Innovative State 
Strategies 

2007.04.23 Web 

2 Popular 
Science News 大众科技报 

Carry out Technical innovation; 
Seek New Cooperation 
Channels 

2007.04.29 A1 

3 China Trade 
News 前程周刊 

Swiss Government, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Chinese 
Ministry of Education Celebrate 
300th Anniversary of Swiss 
Scientist Leonhard Euler 

2007.04.25 09 

4 Science Times 科学时报 
Commemoration Event Held in 
Celebration of 300th Anniversary 
of Swiss Mathematician Euler 

2007.04.25 A1 

5 Science Times 科学时报 

China, Swiss Launch Research 
Cooperation Project; 15 Chinese 
Ph.D. Students in Mathematics 
Invited to Switzerland 

2007.04.25 A2 

6 
Modern 
education 
news  

现代教育报 
Swiss Vocational Education 
Gives “Access to All Directions” 2007.04.25 11 

7 
Science And 
Technology 
Daily  

科技日报 
Charles Kleiber Hopes for More 
Technical Cooperation Between 
China and Switzerland 

2007.05.08 02 

8 Beijing Daily 
Messenger 北京娱乐信报 

Talent with Vocational Education 
Background Sees Best 
Employment Opportunities 

2007.04.30 59 

9 Beijing Talent 
Market news 人才市场报 

Switzerland Tries to Attract 
High-end Talent in Name of 
“Commemoration” 

2007.05.09 04 

10 
China 
Business 
Times 

中华工商时报 
China and Switzerland Enhance 
Technical Cooperation in Many 
Fields 

2007.04.25 04 

11 21st Century 二十一世纪英文报 Going to Switzerland 2007.05.02 09 

12 
Beijing 
Business 
Today 

北京商报 
Swiss Government Strengthens 
High-tech Cooperation with 
China 

2007.05.09 A3 

13 Beijing 
Morning Post 北京晨报 

15 Ph.D. Students in 
Mathematics Invited to 
Switzerland 

2007.04.30 33 



 

14 Life Style 精品购物指南 China and Switzerland to 
Strengthen Education Cooperation 2007.04.30 D8 

15 China Education 
Daily 中国教育报 

China and Switzerland Jointly 
Celebrate Anniversary of 
Leonhard Euler 

2007.04.27 02 

16 www,sina.com.cn 新浪网 15 Ph.D. Students in Mathematics 
Invited to Switzerland 2007.04.28 Web 

17 www.sina.com.cn 新浪网 
China, Swiss Strengthen 
Research Cooperation in More 
Fields 

2007.04.25 Web 

18 www.sina.com.cn 新浪网 
Swiss Official: Hopes to Share 
China’s Innovative State 
Strategies 

2007.04.23 Web 

19 www.sohu.com 搜狐网 
Swiss Official: Hopes to Share 
China’s Innovative State 
Strategies 

2007.04.23 Web 

20 www.sohu.com 搜狐网 
China, Swiss Strengthen 
Research Cooperation in More 
Fields 

2007.04.25 Web 

21 www.jrj.com 金融界 
China, Swiss Strengthen 
Research Cooperation in More 
Fields 

2007.04.25 Web 

22 www.sciencetime
s.com.cn 科学网 

China, Swiss Launch Research 
Cooperation Project; 15 Chinese 
Ph.D. Students in Mathematics 
Invited to Switzerland 

2007.04.25 Web 

23 www.sciencetime
s.com.cn 科学网 

Commemoration Event Held in 
Celebration of 300th Anniversary of 
Swiss Mathematician Euler 

2007.04.24 Web 

24 www.qianlong.co
m 千龙网 

Swiss Official: Hopes to Share 
China’s Innovative State 
Strategies 

2007.04.24 Web 

http://www.sina.com.cn
http://www.sina.com.cn
http://www.sohu.com
http://www.sohu.com
http://www.jrj.com
http://www.qianlong.co


   



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


